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C-PAC’s Chair, Dr. Goulda Downer Graduates from FEMA’s Prestigious 

National Emergency Management Advanced Academy 
 

Washington, D.C. Dr. Goulda Downer, Associate Professor in the College of 

Medicine at Howard University and C-PAC Chair, graduated from the year-long 
US Federal Government’s National Emergency Management Advanced Academy 

(NEMAA) last week. This Advance Academy is FEMA’s flagship program for 

emergency management advanced skills, using a whole community approach.  
The Advanced Academy is designed to enhance participants’ skills to successfully 

impact important emergency management public policies by working 

collaboratively with other emergency management personnel from the whole 

community.  
 

“We recognize that, for example, climate change is having a devastating effect on 

agricultural productivity in many regions of the world; including the Caribbean. 
The result has negatively impacted food production and distribution because of 

poorer crop yields.  The cascading impact can be detrimental,” says Dr. Downer. 

“We are now challenged to promote sustainable food systems thereby ensuring 
good health and nutrition while mitigating the environmental impact and 

promoting the local cultural heritage and traditional food products. I hope that 

my participation with this elite group of strategic planners can help develop 
policies and practices from which the whole community may benefit.” 

 

Dr. Downer brings decades of professional subject-matter expertise in the areas 

of nutrition, food security and HIV to this engagement. She has lectured widely 
on issues specific to emergency disaster management in general and its 

intersectionailty with HIV. She authored the chapter on, “How Climate change 
directly affects food and nutrition security” in the 2018/2019 edition of the 
Caribbean/Latin America Disaster Readiness Manual. As part of a select group of 

experts, she was invited to participate in the 2nd annual Emergency Medicine 

Conference, in Abu Dhabi United Arab Emirates in 2017. There, she presented 
on Cultural Competence & Disaster Management.  She previously with partnered 
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with Boston University School of Medicine and the Uniformed Health Services 

Medical School  to conduct “hybrid” exercises for their  Healthcare Emergency 

Management Program. 
 

Dr. Downer co-leads the Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCU)  

Emergency Management Workforce Consortium. The aim of the consortium is to 

build a pipeline for the   emergency disaster management workforce in the U.S. 
via use of the Community Emergency Response Training (CERT). 

 

She is in her second and final term as Chair for the Caribbean American Political 
Action Committee (C-PAC) in the U.S.  C-PAC was founded in November 2005 to 

advance the political agenda of Caribbean-Americans currently residing in the 

Washington DC Metropolitan Area (Washington DC, Maryland and Northern 
Virginia). C-PAC’s overarching mission is to be the political voice of the region’s 

growing Caribbean- American community. She is a graduate of Providence 

Primary, Excelsior High and UTECH (Formerly CAST) and is the daughter of Mr.  
& Mrs. Noel Downer in Kingston. 

 
 

          
 

Emmitsburg, MD   August 16, 2019--FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute (EMI) graduated Dr. Goulda Downer who completed all 

requirements of the National Emergency Management Advanced Academy. Scott Kelberg, Acting Director, National Training and Education 

Division, Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency, is shown congratulating Dr. Downer as she graduates.  Dr. 

Downer & her fellow graduating class. Photo by Shane Gibbon / FEMA  

FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation 
we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect 
against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.  
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